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Mission, Vision    
 

VISION 

To create a new Ontario that is a world 

leader in healthcare innovation and a global 

location of choice for bioscience 

commercialization 

 

MISSION 

To advocate for the growth and 

development of the commercial bioscience 

industry in Ontario, resulting in improved 

patient outcomes, increased healthcare 

efficiency and greater prosperity for all 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBIO 

 

 

Founded:  2009 

Directors (volunteers) from all Ontario regions 

Grass Roots Organization 

Response to Crisis 

Sector Sustainability 

Focus and Action 

Founding Sponsors 



#1 Priority Action YOU Identified 

Develop and 

implement  a 

strategic plan for 

building a 

competitive 

indigenous 

bioscience 

industry in Ontario 



Industry-Led 

 

 

Army of 

People 

 

 

5000 person 

hours 

 

 

OBEST Leadership Team 

OBEST Advisory Board 

OBEST Regional Leadership 

OBEST Task Force 

Inclusive 

 

 

Transparent 

 

 

Democratic 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative ● Iterative  ●  Implementable  

YES WE CAN !! 



OBEST:  Industry’s Plan 



Capital Capabilities / 

People 

Innovation 

Adoption & 

Export 

Anchor the 

Industry 

Culture 

Integration 

Goal:  Build a Sustainable & 

Prosperous Bioscience 

Industry 



Vera Belaoussoff             Susan  Zollman 

           OBEST                                   OBEST                        

     Project Manager                  Implementation         

                                                          Officer 

FROM IDEAS 

TO  

ACTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OBEST 

Implementation 

Team 



OBEST Strategy #1:   

Education and Awareness 
 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Ulrich Krull, University of Toronto 

Jill Kapuscinski, Concept2Clinic 
 

 

 

 

Educate and build awareness of the Ontario biosciences sector with clear and 

consistent messages in the following focus areas: entrepreneurial education; 

industrial education; awareness of the value of  innovation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBEST Strategy #2:   

Build & Expand Pool of Investors & Partners     
 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Damian Lamb, Genesys Capital 

James Parsons,  CFO Trillium  

 
 

 

 

Work with  stakeholders to create the environment for success that will attract 

new investors; Articulate and broadly disseminate the strengths of Ontario’s 

bioscience industry; Build stronger connections with existing networks of 

investors and partners that are not currently engaged with the Ontario 

biosciences sector, including angel networks. 

 

 

 

 



OBEST Strategy #3/4:   

Interconnectivity among Ontario SMEs to Build 

on Industry Priorities 
 

 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Stephen Fanjoy,  Devera Logic 

Kenneth Evans,  Ontario Cancer Biomarker Network 
 

Deploy industry strategy, leveraging successes, in order to sustainably address 

marketplace demands and create global recognition within the bioscience 

community. This will be done by defining the customer and market demands 

(payer, provider, patients, OEMs) that map against Ontario biosciences 

strengths and work collectively (government, academia, industry and investors) 

to fund and develop solutions to address these needs. 

 

 

 

 



OBEST Strategy #5:   

Encourage ‘Patient’ /Long Term  

Capital 
 

 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Rob Hall, HTX 

Frederic Sweeney, Tornado Therapeutics 
 

 

 

Work with investors, government and other stakeholders to incentivize long 

term investment in the Ontario Biotech companies to build a sustainable 

domestic life sciences economy. 

 



OBEST Strategy #6:   

Identify & Invest in Provincial Health Priorities 
 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Helen Findlay, Actium Research 

Clive Ward-Able, Amgen 
 

 

 

 

 

Work with governments and research institutes to identify opportunities to 

address health priorities for Ontario/Canada that can lead to export of 

technology and local job creation. 



OBEST Strategy #7:   

Ensure & Clearly Demonstrate  

Integrity of Process 
 

 

 

 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Jeremy Grushcow, Norton Rose 

Anthony deFazekas, Miller Thompson 
 

A facilitation role which fields industry inquiries related to process and decisions 

that affect Ontario’s bioscience industry. 

 



OBEST Strategy #8:   

Use Provincial Purchasing Power to Drive 

Market 
 

 

 

 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Dani Peters, Rothwell Group 

Robert Merson, Merson Strategic Consulting 
 

Work with government to communicate the value (health and economic) of the 

biosciences sector to Ontario, and develop policies, solutions and partnering to 

achieve sustainability and better health outcomes. 



OBEST Strategy #9:   

Modification of Government Incentives for 

Industry 
 

 

 

 

 

Co-Chairs:   

Parimal Nathwani,  MaRS Innovation 

Simon Goulet, Therapeutic Monitoring Systems 
 

Work with governments to rapidly access and deploy existing funds. Our 

industry is looking to modify existing policies that will ensure Ontario’s 

competitiveness globally, and will attract non-government funding to the sector. 

 

 

 

 

 



OBEST:  In the NEWS!! 

 



2nd Annual OBIO 

Quebec/Ontario  

CEO Dinner 



$7 Million Bioscience Industry Fund 

2011 Disbursements 

 

Cytochroma:  $1 Million 

Trillium Therapeutics: $1 Million 

Interface Biologics:  $1 Million 

Profound Medical: $500,000 

Xagenic: $500,000 

 



OBIO Advocacy on Behalf of Industry  

• 2011 Provincial Election 

• > 30 Calls on MPPs 

• Grass Roots Campaign 

• Fundraisers 

• Provincial Budget Consultations 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Sponsors 
Gold 

Silver 

Bronze 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you  


